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Virginia Board of Education

P.O. Box 2120

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Dear President Braunlich and Members of the Board of Education:

I applaud the General Assembly’s actions last session to reform the assessments of the Virginia Standards of Learning through the passage of HB 930. The bipartisan effort to eliminate five Standards of Learning assessments in grades 3-8, to be replaced with locally developed alternative assessments, along with the creation of the Standards of Learning Innovation Committee to recommend further reductions in standardized tests, is the first step in giving local school divisions the ability to implement balanced assessments that provide authentic measures of student learning. 
Further, I appreciate the Board of Education allowing so many opportunities for stakeholders, like the Virginia School Board Association and the Virginia PTA, to provide input into the development of guidelines for the alternative assessments, and the flexibility provided within them, such as the ability to implement integrated assessments when possible. 
My only concern with the proposed guidelines is the quick turnaround they require for implementation; authentic assessments cannot be developed and implemented in a single school year. A preferable timeline would allow school divisions three years to develop the kind of high quality, teacher driven assessments that our students deserve. This timeline would allow adequate time for teacher input, appropriate piloting, and necessary professional development. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important matter, and for your support of public education in Virginia.

Sincerely,

Ned Gallaway

Chairman, Albemarle County School Board
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